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This handout summarizes key concepts, techniques, and visual storytelling approaches shared 

during the presentation Travel Photography: Capturing the Essence of a Place. 

1. Establish a Sense of Place 

• Start with wide-angle, scene-setting images. 

• Let your audience feel like they’ve just arrived. 

• Capture geography, architecture, light, mood, and cultural ambiance. 

• These are your “scene-setters” or “all-encompassing images.” 

 



2. Use Compression and Technical Choices Creatively 

• Use telephoto lenses to compress space and create dynamic images. 

• Show details that the average observer might miss. 

 

3. Human Element = Emotional Anchor 

• Include people to add proportion, emotion, and relatability. 

• Humans serve as visual entry points for viewers. 

• Look for candid, expressive, or culturally rich moments. 



 

4. Layer Your Composition 

• Use foreground, middle ground, and background. 

• Draw the eye through the image with intentional placement. 

• Think in terms of multiple layers of information. 

 



5. Vary Your Visual Approach 

• Avoid flat sequences; change distances, angles, and lenses. 

• Mix wide, medium, and tight shots. 

• Pull the viewer in and then give them space to breathe. 

 

6. Include Local Fauna and Flora 

• Animals are part of the soul of a place—include birds, street dogs, or unique species. 

• Photograph interactions between people and animals for layered storytelling. 

 

7. Use Scale to Show Grandeur 



• Make people small in vast landscapes to highlight geography. 

• Let the environment dominate to show natural beauty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Portraits, Moments, and Action 

• Go beyond posed shots. Capture moments that reflect culture and human emotion. 

• Look for movement, interaction, and storytelling opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Microcosm Approach 

• Tell the story of a place through a few individuals. 

• Focus on daily lives and rituals—small truths that reveal universal themes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Highlight Iconic & Quirky Elements 

• Seek out iconic landmarks, street scenes, and cultural symbols. 

• Photograph with your own twist: unique angles, unexpected timing, personal style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11. Details Matter 

• Find meaning in the small things: a child’s painted toenails, shared skates, colorful 

fabrics. 

• Visual cues help root the audience in the spirit of a place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. Get Close, Then Pull Back 

• Use wraparound compositions and immersive perspectives. 

• Let your viewer feel part of the scene, then give them space to observe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Chronological Storytelling 

• Tell stories through time: from early morning light to evening rituals. 

• Use lighting progression and changing activity to guide the viewer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14. Master Light 

• Light is everything. Know how to work with available light—golden hour, harsh 

daylight, low light. 

• Great photography often comes down to understanding and using light creatively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15. Let Curiosity and Empathy Guide You 

• Observe, engage, and feel before you make the photo. 

• It’s not just about what you see—but how you see it. 

• Let your images reflect both your point of view and your respect for the people and 

places you encounter. 

 

 

Final Thought: 

To truly capture the essence of a place, become a part of it—if only briefly. Observe, engage, 

feel, and then make the photo. Let your images be as much about empathy and curiosity as they 

are about composition and technique. 

 

Want to learn more? Reach out at  emsphotoadventures@gmail.com or follow us on our IG 

@ems_photo_adventures for more tips and visual storytelling inspiration. Essdras 617 838 7662 
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